
October 20, 2026 

The Honorable Patrick Morrisey 
Governor of West Virginia 
Office of the Governor 
1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East 
Charleston, WV 25305 

Re: Responsible Data Center Development and Good Neighbor Guardrails 

Dear Governor Morrisey, 

On behalf of the City of Ranson, I respectfully submit the attached proposed Good Neighbor 
Data Center Guardrails for your consideration.  Developed through regional collaboration with 
the Jefferson County Commission, these recommendations reflect our shared interest in 
encouraging responsible economic development while protecting the communities in which 
large-scale data center facilities may be located. 

The City of Ranson recognizes the significant economic opportunities associated with data center 
development and welcomes investment that contributes to the continued prosperity of our region 
and the State of West Virginia.  However, projects of this magnitude must be carefully evaluated 
to ensure appropriate protections for public infrastructure, water resources, environmental 
quality, public safety, and neighboring properties. We believe the attached recommendations 
establish a reasonable foundation for addressing these concerns while providing clear 
expectations for prospective developers. 

Equally important is preserving the authority of local governments to make informed land-use 
decisions and establish reasonable development standards appropriate to their communities.  
Municipalities bear direct responsibility for infrastructure planning, public services, and the 
long-term impacts of development within their boundaries.  Statewide standards should 
complement, rather than unnecessarily restrict, the ability of local governments to fulfill these 
responsibilities.  Furthermore, costs directly attributable to such development should be 
appropriately addressed by the projects themselves rather than shifted to existing residents and 
taxpayers. 
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Finally, the City respectfully requests additional consideration and clarification regarding the 
distribution of tax revenues generated by data center facilities located within incorporated 
municipalities.  While House Bill 2014 establishes a revenue distribution framework benefiting 
the State and counties, we encourage your administration to consider whether a portion of these 
revenues should be allocated directly to the hosting municipality.  Such consideration would 
recognize the infrastructure, public safety, and long-term service responsibilities assumed by 
municipalities accommodating these developments. 

We appreciate your consideration of these recommendations and your continued engagement 
with local governments.  The City of Ranson welcomes the opportunity to participate in future 
discussions regarding responsible data center development throughout West Virginia. 

Sincerely,

Kenneth Suits 
Mayor, City of Ranson 

Approved by the Ranson City Council on ____________, 2026 












